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Preface

The University of Maribor, and the Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science (FERI) in
particular, was honoured to host the 27th SemDial workshop. Maribor is the second-largest city of Slove-
nia, a small country situated between the Alps, the Adriatic Sea and the Pannonian Plain. If you come
to Slovenia, you can visit these three very diverse landscapes in just one day. As diverse as Slovenia’s
landscape is, so is its language. With only 2 million of speakers, Slovene is known for a record-breaking
number of dialects – it is not uncommon that Slovenes from different regions to have difficulties under-
standing each other when speaking their local dialects. For a linguist interested in spoken language it is
a real treasure and a pleasure to explore this linguistic diversity, and for a speech technologist it is a real
challenge to address it properly. FERI has been dedicated to the development of language technologies
and the creation of language resources since the 1990s. Together with the Slovene CLARIN.SI consortium,
we are pleased today to provide open language corpora and databases for the Slovene language created by
our researchers. With the SemDial workshop, we were privileged to host researchers whose work brings
inspiration and added enthusiasm to the study of language in all its dimensions and facets.

This year we received 25 full paper submissions, 12 of which were accepted as full papers after a peer-
review process, during which each submission was reviewed by a panel of at least two experts. The poster
abstracts had 15 submissions from a combination of recommended pre-accepted re-submissions of long
papers and a further call for research in progress and short papers – 13 of these poster abstracts were
presented. All accepted full papers and 12 poster abstracts (one has been withdrawn) are included in this
volume.

We would like to extend our thanks to our Programme Committee members for their very detailed and
helpful reviews.

MariLogue features three keynote presentations by Philippe Blache, Director of Research at the CNRS,
Laboratoire Parole et Langage, Director of the Institute of Language Communication and the brain;
Liesbeth Degand, Professor at Université Catholique de Louvain; Marko Robnik Šikonja, Professor at the
University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Computer and Information Science, member of the Laboratory for
Cognitive Modeling. We are honoured to have them in this year’s SemDial and we thank them for their
participation. Their contributions cover important and different areas of the study of dialogue. Abstracts
of their contributions are included in this volume.

We would also like to thank our local organizers at Maribor University for chairing and bringing SemDial
to such a special setting. We also thank Julian Hough and Ellen Breitholtz for core administrative support
building up to the event, and to Julian Hough (again), Casey Kennington and Brielen Madureira for their
support on converting the proceedings to the SemDial anthology format. Thanks to everyone who helped
with all aspects of the organization.

And last, but not least, a special thank you to the authors and conference participants, whose contributions
and participation make this an exciting SemDial – and proved once more why dialogue is the crux of the
matter in the melting pot of linguistics-related disciplines and perspectives.

Andy Lücking, Chiara Mazzocconi and Darinka Verdonik

Maribor

September 2023
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