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Preface

We are happy to present SemDial 2011 (Los Angelogue), the 15th annual workshop on the Semantics and
Pragmatics of Dialogue, and the first in the series to be held outside Europe. This year’s workshop continues
the tradition of presenting high-quality talks and posters on dialogue from a variety of perspectives such
as formal semantics and pragmatics, artifical intelligence, computational linguistics, and psycholinguistics.
Despite the change of location, the workshop retains its international flavor, with more than half of the
presentations coming from Europe.

We received 31 submissions to the main session, and each was reviewed by two or three experts. We
selected 18 talks for oral presentation; the poster session hosts many of the remaining submissions, together
with additional submissions that came in response to a call for late-breaking posters and demos. We are
proud to offer the first ever electronic poster session, where posters are presented on large television screens
instead of being printed out on paper. We see this as a trend-setting move, and we belive that as large displays
become ubiquitous, electronic display of posters will become the norm.

We are lucky to have four first-rate researchers on discourse and dialogue as invited speakers — Lenhart
Schubert, Jerry Hobbs, Patrick Healey, and David Schlangen. They represent a broad range of perspectives
and disciplines, and together with the accepted talks and posters we hope to have a productive and lively
workshop.

We are grateful to our reviewers, who invested a lot of time giving very useful feedback, both to the
program chairs and to the authors: Hua Ai, Jennifer Arnold, Luciana Benotti, Nate Blaylock, Johan Bos,
Harry Bunt, Donna Byron, Paul Dekker, Myroslava Dzikovska, Raquel Ferndndez, Victor Ferreira, Jonathan
Ginzburg, Amy Isard, Andrew Kehler, Alistair Knott, Kazunori Komatani, Staffan Larsson, Gary Lee,
Oliver Lemon, Colin Matheson, Gregory Mills, Yukiko Nakano, Martin Pickering, Chris Potts, Matthew
Purver, Antoine Raux, Hannes Rieser, David Schlangen, Elizabeth Shriberg, Gabriel Skantze, Ronnie Smith,
Matthew Stone, Nigel Ward, and Michael White.

This workshop would not have been possible without the generous financial support from ICT Executive
Director Randy Hill. Many thanks to the local organization team — Alesia Egan, Anabel Franco-Huerta,
Sudeep Gandhe, Angela Nazarian, Anton Leuski and David Traum, who have invested an enormous amount
of work and preparations to have the workshop run smoothly. Special thanks go to Ben Farris and Rob
Groome from ICT’s IT department, who put in many hours to enable the electronic poster session.

Ron Artstein, Mark Core, David DeVault, Kallirroi Georgila, Elsi Kaiser, and Amanda Stent

September 2011
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