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Preface

LonDial08 completes the first one dozen meetings of the Semantics and Pragmatics
of Dialogue workshop series (SEMDIAL). It brings SEMDIAL to a city well known
for the ability of its underground users to avoid dialogue even in the tightest rush hour
crush. The SEMDIAL series premiered in Munich in 1997 (MunDial’97), at the ini-
tiative of Anton Benz and Gerhard Jager. Since then, it has been held in all the Eu-
ropean countries that have hosted the FIFA World Cup at least once, and the Nether-
lands (Twente (Twendial98), Amsterdam (Amstelogue99), Gothenburg (Gotalog00),
Bielefeld (BiDialog01), Edinburgh (Edilog02), Saarbriicken (DiaBruck03), Barcelona
(Catalog04), Nancy (Dialor05), Potsdam (BranDial06), and Decalog (Rovereto(07)).

Whereas its initial orientation was linguistic semantics/pragmatics, the focus of
SEMDIAL has broadened significantly over the years. It now covers a wide range of
topics that concern the development of models of dialogue, ranging from work on the
design of artificial conversational agents and human interaction with robots, to psy-
cholinguistic studies and computational modelling of disfluencies, gesture, gaze, and
the acquisition of conversational competence by children. SEMDIAL has become the
premiere forum for presenting this kind of work. Following an initiative that originated
in Decalog, LonDial will feature the launch of a major international journal devoted to
the study of dialogue (see the SEMDIAL website for details).

LonDial coincides with the concluding meeting of the Leverhulme Trust Network
Dialogue Matters: Securing Foundations for Dialogue Technology Development. Dia-
logue Matters, which has been in existence since summer 2005, is an interdisciplinary
network set up to encourage collaboration on the study of dialogue among linguists,
psychologists, and computer scientists, from sites in Europe and the U.S. Based in Lon-
don, Dialogue Matters has hosted five fruitful and fun workshops on topics that include
Miscommunication, Language Evolution and Change, Incrementality and Clarification
in Dialogue, and Dialogue Dynamics: the Scaling up Challenge.

The programme for LonDial consists of invited presentations by Susan Fussell,
David Traum, and Andrzej Wisniewski, as well as contributed papers, including a spe-
cial session on Dialogue Situated in Joint Action, and posters. These contributions
were selected from the 30 submissions we received. Each was reviewed by three ex-
perts. From the submissions, 16 were accepted as regular papers for oral presentation
(including those in the Special Session), and 8 as posters (of which 7 will be presented).
A further 3 short papers were accepted as late breaking submissions to be presented as
posters.

Our reviewers performed marvellously, punctually producing many very detailed



and helpful reviews. Thank you to Maria Aloni, Nicholas Asher, Ellen Gurman Bard
(organizer of the Special Session), Raffaella Bernardi, Patrick Blackburn Johan Bos,
Miriam Bouzouita, Susan Brennan, Justine Cassell, Eve Clark, Paul Dekker, Jan-Peter
de Ruiter, Raquel Ferndndez, Ruth Filik, Simon Garrod, Elsi Kaiser, Ruth Kempson,
Stefan Kopp, Staffan Larsson, Alex Lascarides, Ian Lewin, Colin Matheson, Greg
Mills, Fabio Pianesi, Martin Pickering, Manfred Pinkal, Paul Piwek, Massimo Poe-
sio, Hannes Rieser, David Schlangen, Mark Steedman, Amanda Stent, Matthew Stone,
Ipke Wachsmuth.

LonDial is not receiving financial support from the manufacturer of the eponymous
hair care products. We are, however, extremely grateful for: generous financial support
from Dialogue Matters, from the Department of Philosophy, King’s College, London,
and from the Department of Computer Science, Queen Mary University of London;
endorsement by the ACL Special Interest Groups SIGdial and SIGsem; and, last but
not least, tireless work by Eleni Gregoromichelaki, Miriam Bouzouita, Arash Eshghi
and Ruth Kempson, the local organizers.

Jonathan Ginzburg
Pat Healey
Yo Sato

London, June 2008
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